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LifeHouse Youth January 17 Meeting 

LifeHouse Youth January 17 Meeting 

LIFEHOUSE YOUTH:  We had a wonderful time at LifeHouse Youth Group at our January 
meeting.  We started with a delicious meal of lasagna and dessert provided by Pat West and the 
Shurley family.  We then did our lesson, a continuation of our #squad study (Who is YOUR 
Squad?) with a focus on the family.  We looked at many of the different families in the Bible and 
that even the ones that were dysfunctional we can learn from.  Family makes up a big part of our 
Squad!!!  We then concluded with some games (charades) and a very thought-provoking game of 
“Would you Rather…”   

Our February dates for LifeHouse Youth are the 21st and the 28th.  We hope to see everyone 
there!! 

PROPERTY UPDATE:  Property Committee Chair Karen Barnard enlisted the help of several of 
our members to help with grounds upkeep.  Approximately 115 bales of pine straw was laid by our 
volunteers. Some maintenance projects in the CE Building were also performed.  Many thanks to 
Karen Barnard, Paula & Cummings King, Christine, Lily, & Tristan Mahand, Chuck McKinley, 
Sharon McKinney & Jim Roberts, Buddy Weir, and Robert Wood for their tireless efforts.  

Cummings King  
laying pine straw 

Sharon McKinney, Lily & Tristan Mahand laying pine straw 

Christine, Lily, & Tristan Mahand laying 
pine straw 

Robert Wood  
laying pine straw 
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This year, the newsletter will shift from "institutional" content to much more reader-submitted content.  The story of Westminster, 
which we know has been written by God himself, belongs to its members and friends: Please help tell it!  If you take pictures of an 
event or have an idea for an article, please send it to office@gulfportchurch.org or call (228) 864-3143.  Please know that due to 
space limitations and mission focus, submissions may have to be edited or held for a future edition. 

FROM CLERK OF SESSION BUDDY WEIR 

So, who are we?  How is our status determined?  According to the Book of Order, and the Book of Government of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, we are “The Local Church.”  Exactly what does this describe. 

In section 4-1, Local Churches consist of all those professing Christians who, along with their children, covenant to live out their 
faith together by worshiping and serving the Lord in their words and deeds, submitting themselves to the government and discipline 
of the Church, and promising to promote its unity, purity, and peace. 

In section 4-2, it is the privilege and primary responsibility of the local church to worship God regularly.  Out of the 
experience of worship, the church renews her faith and clarifies her understanding of obedient service to God. 

In section 4-3, it is the primary mission of the local church to evangelize, making disciples by extending the gospel both at 
home and abroad, leading others to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, providing for the nurture of that faith 
that all might worship the true God and grow in grace and in sanctification.  It is to be remembered that good deeds in ministry and 
service to others, offering relief to those in need, is the fruit of the gospel.  Without the clear evidence of such fruit, all else is brought 
into question.  However, the Church must never confuse its primary mission of evangelism (the gospel) with the fruit of faith (good 
works). 

In section 4-4, Principal responsibilities of the local church 

A. To promote true religion in the home  

The spiritual nurture, instruction, and training of the children of the church are committed by God primarily to their parents.  
They are responsible to the church for the faithful discharge of their obligations.   The home and the church should also make 
special provision for instructing the children of the Bible and in the Church Catechisms.  The church should maintain constant 
and sympathetic relations with the children.  It also should encourage them, on coming to years of discretion, to make confession 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and to enter upon all privileges of full church membership.  If they are wayward, they should be 
cherished by the church and every means used to reclaim them. 

B. To provide for the nurture of its members  

To promote the welfare of the whole Church, to provide the sacraments, to teach the faith, to observe special days, including 
times of prayer and fasting, and to otherwise further its common life together as hereafter set forth in the Book of Worship. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

December is an unusual month financially at Westminster.  We often have more donations than usual, as 

people are catching up on their pledges or making end of year contributions.  Thank you to those of you 

who did either of these things in response to our requesting some additional funds.  Our property insurance 

premium is always due in early December, and we found out that the premium would increase this year.  It 

was a little more than we had budgeted. 

In spite of that, we managed to end the year in the black ($3,772) without having to use any of our savings 

to make ends meet. 

Thanks to all of you who have continued to give during that unusual year. 

December numbers:  Offerings and other income received:  $42,333.46      

   Expenses ($37,000 insurance):  $64,961.01 

The final 2020 financial report will be available at the annual Congregational Meeting on February 21.  

Please plan to attend, whether in person or electronically. 

The Session is making plans for 2021 and we hope to begin receiving your pledges.  

If you have any questions at all, please contact me.  Nothing about our expenses is secret. 

Jane Bloss, Treasurer 

228-896-4950 

mailto:office@gulfportchurch.org
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION POSTPONED:  

NEW DATE: FEBRUARY 21 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be on Sunday, 

February 21, 11:45 a.m.   

In-person and via Zoom.   

See Westminster Welcome or gulfporthchurch.org for Zoom 

meeting link. 

The Annual Meeting was postponed due to the Shurley family being in coronavirus quarantine. 

Pictured above: Cub Scout Pack 209's Wolves mastering communication skills and building stuff on Monday, January 18! 
Telegraph machines, cup phones, and a few good jokes thrown in. Pictured below: The annual Pinewood Derby on January 
30.  This year, to promote social distancing, our Pack held the Derby in Westminster’s front parking lot. 



Westminster has an Amazon Smile account.  To learn how to earn 

money for Westminster while shopping on Amazon (at no extra cost 

to you), call the church office or see Jane Bloss. 

February 2021                Westminster Presbyterian Church, page 4 

PASTOR’S SPRING BOOK STUDY: “THE TECH-WISE FAMILY” BY ANDY CROUCH 
 
Dovetailing with the sermon series, “Travelling Light: Living a Consecrated Life,” Pastor 
Will will offer a new weekly study of “The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Putting 
Technology in Its Proper Place,” by Andy Crouch, former editor of “Christianity Today.” 
 
“The Tech-Wise Family” is a substantive yet practical look at how families—be they 
nuclear, extended, or church—can approach the rapid expansion of technology and devices 
so that they become tools for Christian discipleship—and not masters of the user. 
 
Crouch opens “The Tech-Wise Family” by describing six of technology’s proper places in 
life:  

• “When it helps us bond with real people we have been given to love.” 

• “When it starts great conversations.” 

• “When it helps us take care of the fragile bodies we inhabit.” 

• “When it helps us acquire skill and master of domains that are the glory of human culture (sports, music, the 
arts, cooking, writing, etc.)” 

• “When it helps us cultivate awe for the created world we are part of and responsible for stewarding.” 

• “When we use it with intention and care.” 
 
He then structures the rest book around ten rules he suggests guide families as they consider how to keep the technology 
in their homes and churches in these proper places: 

• “We develop wisdom and courage as a family.” 

• “We want to create more than we consume.” 

• “We are designed for a rhythm of work and rest.” 

• “We wake up before our devices do, and they ‘go to sleep’ before we do.” 

• “We aim for ‘no screens before double digits’ at school and at home.” 

• “We use screens for a purpose, and we use them together, rather than using them aimlessly and alone.” 

• “Car time is conversation time.” 

• “Spouses have one another’s passwords, and parents have total access to children’s devices.” 

• “We learn to sing together, rather than letting recorded and amplified music take over our lives and worship.” 

• “We show up in person for the big events of life.” 
 
Participation is open to anyone. 
 
To participate: 

• Purchase the book from your favorite electronic or hardcopy seller. 

• Plan to read one chapter a week. 

• Plan to attend the weekly discussion group 
 Sunday After Bedtime: 8:30 p.m., via Zoom only. 

The discussion group will ordinarily last 45 minutes, and will run until the week before Palm Sunday.  It will focus on 
Crouch’s main points and how—or if—to implement them practically. 
 
For more information, contact the office at (228) 864-3143.  The Zoom password will be sent upon request in order to 
preserve proper security. 



ONLINE AND APP-BASED GIVING 

Westminster is now set up for online and app-based 

giving.  Visit gulfportchurch.org to give online, or 

download the secure Tithely app from Android or 

Apple to your phone and search for Westminster to give 

via app. Gifts can be made through credit card, debit 

card or bank transfer, and can be set up on a recurring 

basis.  Tithely does charge a small fee for each 

transaction: You will have the option to add to your gift 

to cover these fees.  Westminster is grateful to everyone 

who has pledged and/or given his or her financial 

support to keep this Christian ministry alive and robust 

for generations to come.  For more information about 

Westminster's financial health, please see Stewardship 

chairman Wayne Tisdale or Treasurer Jane Bloss.   

February 

4 Judy Hazelwood 

6 Brooke Bryant 

6 Kaylee Bryant 

8 Wally Alford 

8 Buddy Weir 

15 Sharon McKinney 

15 Matt Nault 

17 Addison Cuevas 

18 Smith Hewes 

19 Howard Hazelwood 

19 Barrett Taylor 

21 Melissa Bryant 

21 Kinsley Cuevas 

26 Valarie Hammer 

28 Lynda Gary 

March 

7 Robert Wood 

8 Skip Ryland 

15 John Echols 

19 Gene Cox 

19 Sally Wilson 

20 Terry Barnes 

20 Bryan Batson 

23 Will Shurley 

27 Paula King 

28 Karen Dobbs 
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TRAVELLING LIGHT: LIVING A CONSECRATED LIFE 
SERMON SERIES FOR WINTER/LENT 2021 
 
How much extra baggage are you carrying through this journey called life?  
This winter and into Lent at Westminster, we will use the Ten 
Commandments during worship to explore how to travel light by 
consecrating our lives to Christian discipleship.  These ancient laws, 
fulfilled for us by Jesus Christ, guide us toward getting rid of the spiritual 
weights that keep us from living life as God intended.  Each 
commandment will be accompanied by a New Testament text 
illuminating the commandment as Jesus understood it—and made it 
possible for us to follow. 
 
February 14: Deuteronomy 5:8-10 (“You shall not make any graven images…”) 
 Getting rid of gods we create for ourselves. 
February 21: Deuteronomy 5:11 (“You shall not take God’s name in vain…”) 
 Getting rid of promises we can’t keep. 
February 28: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 (“Honor the Sabbath…”) 
 Getting rid of excessive busyness. 
March 7: Deuteronomy 5:16 (“Honor your father and your mother…”) 
 Getting rid of novelty and trading it for wisdom. 
March 14: Deuteronomy 5:17 (“You shall not kill.”) 
 Getting rid of hate-filled passions. 
March 21: Deuteronomy 5:18 (“You shall not commit adultery.”) 
 Getting rid of impurity. 
Break in Series for Palm Sunday & Easter Sunday 
April 11: Deuteronomy 5:19 (“You shall not steal.”) 
 Getting rid of ill-gotten gains. 
April 18: Deuteronomy 5:20 (“You shall not bear false witness…”) 
 Getting rid of lies and falsehood. 
April 25: Deuteronomy 5:21 (“You shall not covet…”) 
 Getting rid of materialistic desires. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

The new sign up sheet for Sanctuary flowers 

is posted on the bulletin board next to the 

nursery.  NEW: A link to an online signup 

chart is now available at gulfportchurch.org. 

PRAYER LIST RENEWAL: 

The prayer list will be 
restarted on February 7.  If  

you would like for any prayer request 
previously listed to be re-listed, please call the 
church office at 228-864-3143.  

http://gulfportchurch.org/


ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. led by Pete Bloss via Zoom. 

The Adult Sunday School class led by Elder Pete Bloss.  The Zoom meeting ID number is 817 
0590 9102, contact Pete at 228-861-0817 if you have issues or are prompted to give a password. 

The Adult Sunday School class led by Elder Pete Bloss is studying the video-based study by 
Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas, “Romans 8.” 

Class description:  Romans 8: Opening with the bold declaration that there is no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, Romans 8 is a source of great comfort for 
every Christian. From beginning to end, it reminds us that nothing can separate the children 
of God from His love. In this twelve-part teaching series, Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas 
exegetes this stunning passage of Scripture verse by verse and explains why he considers it 
to be the greatest chapter in the entire Bible. 
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DISCIPLESHIP FORMATION UPDATE FROM MARY ELLEN THORNHILL: 

Sunday school classes led by Jeannie Congleton and Mary Ellen Thornhill have been learning 
about the seven days of the creation, Adam and Eve, and Cain and Abel (Genesis 1-4). 

Paper plate mobiles, watercolor painting, and construction paper cutouts were used to 
reinforce what we had learned. We also continue to study the apostle's Creed. 

In the coming weeks we will learn about Noah's ark.  This will be reinforced with a popsicle sticks ark and a creative rainbow made 
with shaving cream, glue, and food coloring. Wow! After that we will study the tower of Babel (Genesis 6-11). 

Come join us! 

Children’s Sunday School will not meet Feb. 7 or 14, we plan to resume Children’s Sunday School on Feb. 21. 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE UPDATE FROM TED HAMMER: 
At the recent Session meeting I was honored to be appointed to be of service to the Congregational Life committee as the chair of 
the committee. Buddy Weir has displayed the grace of Christ as chair of the committee for some time and will now serve as Clerk of 
Session. If you have the desire to be of service to the body of Christ at Westminster, please feel free to contact me at 228-313-2167. 
I'm sure we all look forward to the time when we are able to gather together without concern of spreading covid-19. 
 
“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another in accord with Christ Jesus, that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15: 5-7 

Annual Meeting in 2018 Annual Meeting in 2018 



  SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Missions 
Committee, 6 p.m. 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 
 

 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

No Children’s Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No Hymn Sing  

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 
 

 

    

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

No Children’s Sunday School  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Communion Sunday / Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No Hymn Sing 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

Session,  
7 p.m. 

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Annual Meeting of the Congregation, in-person 
& via Zoom, 11:45 a.m.  

Lifehouse Youth: 5-7 p.m. 

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

    

28 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Lifehouse Youth: 5-7 p.m. 

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

 

    

February 2021 

February 2021                Westminster Presbyterian Church, page 7 

Gulfport Schools - Mardi Gras Holidays 
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