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Through a 2020 CARES Acts program administered by the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast Community Foundation, coast 

organizations were eligible to purchase 

up to $12,000 of food for local food 

pantries or soup kitchens and apply for 

complete reimbursement.  Although 

there is some risk in not having such 

expenditures reimbursed, the session 

decided to outlay $2,000 for staple 

goods that are ordinarily not covered 

by donations or drives benefitting 

Feed My Sheep, including rice, canned 

fruit, spices such as garlic powder and 

black pepper, and pasta.  The first 

shipment of Westminster's order for 

Feed My Sheep--475 lbs. of rice--

arrived on January 5.   

Westminster Named Community Partner of the Year! The Gulfport School District recognized Westminster as one of its 14 

Community Partners of the Year at its January 4 school board meeting.  Westminster was one of four churches so honored, 

alongside groups such as Stewart Sneed and Hewes, the Gulfport Fire and Police Departments, Memorial Hospital, and 

United Way of South Mississippi.  Particularly, Westminster was noted for its involvement in Feed My Sheep, which served 

300 extra students when the schools first closed during COVID-19 in the spring; the annual Backpack Buddies at Bayou 

View Elementary, Pastor Will's "listening sessions" at Bayou View Middle, the annual contributions to the Gulfport High 

School counselor's fund, the angel tree project with Bayou View Middle; the annual "Supplying Our Schools" supply drive 

and Blessing of the Teachers and Backpacks, the COVID-realigned Fall Festival Parade, and work with Boy Scouts and Girl 

Scouts.  Truly, this special recognition reflected a strong ministry beyond our walls. 

Christie Batson serving at Feed My Sheep on Christmas Eve. 

Feed My Sheep Director David Lion with the first 

shipment of rice donated by Westminster. 
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This year, the newsletter will shift from "institutional" content to much more reader-submitted content.  The story of Westminster, 
which we know has been written by God himself, belongs to its members and friends: Please help tell it!  If you take pictures of an 
event or have an idea for an article, please send it to office@gulfportchurch.org or call (228) 864-3143.  Please know that due to 
space limitations and mission focus, submissions may have to be edited or held for a future edition. 

SESSION UPDATE BY CLERK OF SESSION BUDDY WEIR 

The session of Westminster has worked all year long on the behalf of our members.  We, the session, has struggled with 
the adverse and sometimes almost overwhelming aspects of this pandemic just as you have for your family.  Many 
discussions were held regarding what our service would be, either in person or online.  Corporate worship for Christians 
is a defining value of our church.  While we have in certain 
times restricted in-person worship the intent was never to 
make it the norm.  We will continue to evaluate our 
worship procedures as we travel further into this new 
year.  

At the end of 2020 and the beginning of this new year, our 
church is in the initial stages of developing a budget for 
our church.  To accomplish this, we reach out to the 
membership to pledge so a budget can be developed.  We 
ask that all members give prayerful thought to giving and 
helping our church grow in service to our neighborhood 
and city.  

We look forward to this new year based on the providence 
of God, the joy of worship, and the fellowship we have 
developed. 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 3542 UPDATE BY ANNA KATE SHURLEY 

Our year of scouting got off to a strong start in September. Scouts in all 

ranks are learning more about the “Girl Scout Way,” and even 

working on some of the same badges that founder Juliette Low worked 

in with the very first Girl Scouts! In November, Mrs. Paula Pettis came 

and talked to the Juniors and Cadettes about plants, flowers, and trees, 

and Mrs. Christine Mahand talked to the Brownies about Bugs! 

Daisies learned all about the planets from Mrs. Jeannie Congleton. 

Sadly, our larger state council suspended all in-person activities until it 

is safer for us to come back together. Don’t worry though: we will 

continue to meet virtually—and of course, we WILL be selling cookies! 

Christmas at Westminster 

mailto:office@gulfportchurch.org
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VIRTUAL HYMN SINGS MOST SUNDAYS AT 5 P.M.   

FACILITIES UPDATE FROM TED HAMMER: 
2020 was an 
interesting year for 
the Westminster 
facilities. The most 
important change in 
my mind was 
moving the nursery 
to the main building 
from the education 
building. Keeping 
young families close 
together when they 
come to worship is important. The pastor's office was moved in the process and it turned out well. Coffee is now available in the 
parlor room next to the Lawson Avenue entrance.  
 
My prayer is that all of the Westminster family may soon gather together in the facility that God has so graciously provided. 

Westminster Gives Christmas…   
BY MISSIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR PAT WEST 

Families at the Women’s Center for Nonviolence and children 

under the care of CASA needed some loving help at Christmas 

and members of Westminster responded generously. Our church 

family donated approximately $800 in gifts allowing a mother and 

her child and five other children to have a visit from Santa.  Many 

thanks to Christine Mahand who recognized the need and 

organized the effort to make Westminster Gives Christmas a reality. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION: FEBRUARY 7 

Mark your calendars!  The 
Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation will be on 
Sunday, February 7, following 
morning worship.  In-person 
and via Zoom.  See 
Westminster Welcome or 

gulfporthchurch.org for Zoom meeting link. 

There will be no 5th Sunday lunch in January due to the Annual Meeting 
the following Sunday. 

On January 5, Anna Mills 

Findley and Virginia Shurley, 

two of our LifeHouse Youth 

participants, 

volunteered at 

Feed My 

Sheep with their brothers, 

Cooper and Oliver, to help sort 

canned goods donated since 

Christmas. 



Westminster has an Amazon Smile account.  To learn how to earn 

money for Westminster while shopping on Amazon (at no extra cost to 

you), call the church office or see Jane Bloss. 
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PASTOR’S SPRING BOOK STUDY: “THE TECH-WISE FAMILY” BY ANDY CROUCH 
 
Dovetailing with the sermon series, “Travelling Light: Living a Consecrated Life,” Pastor 
Will will offer a new weekly study of “The Tech-Wise Family: Everyday Steps for Putting 
Technology in Its Proper Place,” by Andy Crouch, former editor of “Christianity Today.” 
 
“The Tech-Wise Family” is a substantive yet practical look at how families—be they 
nuclear, extended, or church—can approach the rapid expansion of technology and devices 
so that they become tools for Christian discipleship—and not masters of the user. 
 
Crouch opens “The Tech-Wise Family” by describing six of technology’s proper places in 
life:  

• “When it helps us bond with real people we have been given to love.” 

• “When it starts great conversations.” 

• “When it helps us take care of the fragile bodies we inhabit.” 

• “When it helps us acquire skill and master of domains that are the glory of human culture (sports, music, the 
arts, cooking, writing, etc.)” 

• “When it helps us cultivate awe for the created world we are part of and responsible for stewarding.” 

• “When we use it with intention and care.” 
 
He then structures the rest book around ten rules he suggests guide families as they consider how to keep the technology 
in their homes and churches in these proper places: 

• “We develop wisdom and courage as a family.” 

• “We want to create more than we consume.” 

• “We are designed for a rhythm of work and rest.” 

• “We wake up before our devices do, and they ‘go to sleep’ before we do.” 

• “We aim for ‘no screens before double digits’ at school and at home.” 

• “We use screens for a purpose, and we use them together, rather than using them aimlessly and alone.” 

• “Car time is conversation time.” 

• “Spouses have one another’s passwords, and parents have total access to children’s devices.” 

• “We learn to sing together, rather than letting recorded and amplified music take over our lives and worship.” 

• “We show up in person for the big events of life.” 
 
Participation is open to anyone. 
 
To participate: 

• Purchase the book from your favorite electronic or hardcopy seller. 

• Plan to read one chapter a week. 

• Plan to attend one of two weekly discussion groups 
 Tuesday Lunchtime: Beginning January 19, Tuesdays at noon, via Zoom or in the Library. 
 Sunday After Bedtime: Beginning January 24, Sundays at 8:30 p.m., via Zoom only. 

The discussion groups will ordinarily last 45 minutes, and will run until the week before Palm Sunday.  They will focus on 
Crouch’s main points and how—or if—to implement them practically. 
 
For more information, contact the office at (228) 864-3143.  Zoom passwords will be sent upon request in order to 
preserve proper security. 



ONLINE AND APP-BASED GIVING 

Westminster is now set up for online and app-based 
giving.  Visit gulfportchurch.org to give online, or 
download the secure Tithely app from Android or 
Apple to your phone and search for Westminster to give 
via app. Gifts can be made through credit card, debit 
card or bank transfer, and can be set up on a recurring 
basis.  Tithely does charge a small fee for each 
transaction: You will have the option to add to your gift 
to cover these fees.  Westminster is grateful to everyone 
who has pledged and/or given his or her financial 
support to keep this Christian ministry alive and robust 
for generations to come.  For more information about 
Westminster's financial health, please see Stewardship 
chairman Wayne Tisdale or Treasurer Jane Bloss.   

February 

4 Judy Hazelwood 

6 Brooke Bryant 

6 Kaylee Bryant 

8 Wally Alford 

8 Buddy Weir 

15 Sharon McKinney 

15 Matt Nault 

17 Addison Cuevas 

18 Smith Hewes 

19 Howard Hazelwood 

19 Barrett Taylor 

21 Melissa Bryant 

21 Kinsley Cuevas 

26 Valarie Hammer 

28 Lynda Gary 

January 

4 Bill Pettey 

5 Buddy Hammett 

6 Boyd Letcher 

7 Maybelle Dukes 

9 Erica Hopkins 

9 Emily Thomas 

12 Rosemary Chaloult 

16 Clinton Necaise 

17 Hannah Symmes 

18 Wesley Batson 

18 Ben Stone 

21 Gay Graves 

21 Mary Ellen Thornhill 

22 Clint Busby 

22 Scott Ellzey 

23 Bianca McKinley 

26 Anna Kate Shurley 

27 Pat West 

28 Chuck McKinley 

28 Bob Walker 

January (cont.) 

29 Betsy Fields 

31 Anna Cuevas 

31 Nell Helms 
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TRAVELLING LIGHT: LIVING A CONSECRATED LIFE 
SERMON SERIES FOR WINTER/LENT 2021 
 
How much extra baggage are you carrying through this journey called life?  
This winter and into Lent at Westminster, we will use the Ten 
Commandments during worship to explore how to travel light by 
consecrating our lives to Christian discipleship.  These ancient laws, 
fulfilled for us by Jesus Christ, guide us toward getting rid of the spiritual 
weights that keep us from living life as God intended.  Each 
commandment will be accompanied by a New Testament text 
illuminating the commandment as Jesus understood it—and made it 
possible for us to follow. 
 
January 17: Deuteronomy 5:6-7 (“You shall have no other gods before me.”) 
 Getting rid of things that expect our worship. 
January 24: Deuteronomy 5:8-10 (“You shall not make any graven images…”) 
 Getting rid of gods we create for ourselves. 
January 31: Deuteronomy 5:11 (“You shall not take God’s name in vain…”) 
 Getting rid of promises we can’t keep. 
February 7: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 (“Honor the Sabbath…”) 
 Getting rid of excessive busyness. 
February 14: Deuteronomy 5:16 (“Honor your father and your mother…”) 
 Getting rid of novelty and trading it for wisdom. 
February 21: Deuteronomy 5:17 (“You shall not kill.”) 
 Getting rid of hate-filled passions. 
February 28: Deuteronomy 5:18 (“You shall not commit adultery.”) 
 Getting rid of impurity. 
March 7: Deuteronomy 5:19 (“You shall not steal.”) 
 Getting rid of ill-gotten gains. 
March 14: Deuteronomy 5:20 (“You shall not bear false witness…”) 
 Getting rid of lies and falsehood. 
March 21: Deuteronomy 5:21 (“You shall not covet…”) 
 Getting rid of materialistic desires. 

The new sign up sheet for Sanctuary 
flowers is posted on the bulletin 

board next to the nursery.  

http://gulfportchurch.org/


ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. led by Pete Bloss via Zoom. 

The Adult Sunday School class led by Elder Pete Bloss.  The Zoom meeting ID number is 817 
0590 9102, contact Pete at 228-861-0817 if you have issues or are prompted to give a password. 

The Adult Sunday School class led by Elder Pete Bloss is beginning the new video-based 
study by Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas, “Romans 8” on Sunday, January 10. 

Class description:  Romans 8: Opening with the bold declaration that there is no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, Romans 8 is a source of great comfort for 
every Christian. From beginning to end, it reminds us that nothing can separate the children 
of God from His love. In this twelve-part teaching series, Dr. Derek W. H. Thomas 
exegetes this stunning passage of Scripture verse by verse and explains why he considers it 
to be the greatest chapter in the entire Bible. 

DRIVE-THROUGH DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

For the past several months, Westminster’s Session has authorized a drive-through distribution of the elements of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper for those who are uncomfortable attending worship in person, and have participated in 
virtual worship.  The distribution site is ordinarily set up in the Lawson Avenue gravel lot on days when the Sacrament is 
celebrated, and is open from the end of worship until 12:15 p.m. 

In-person Sunday School for all ages, as well as nursery care, resumed October 11.  A 
Zoom option for Elder Pete Bloss's adult class, “Romans 8” by Dr. Derek Thomas is 
available.  (see below for additional information). For children's classes, parents and 
caregivers who would like a virtual option through Facebook Live should contact the 
church office for more information. 

Children and youth classes will meet in the Christian Education Building 
following the same social distancing guidelines as established by local school 
systems: There will be touchless thermometers to take temperatures, hand 
sanitizer, and a mask requirement. 

Jeannie Congleton teaches 4-year-olds to 1st graders; Mary Ellen Thornhill 
teaches 2nd graders to 4th graders; Anna Kate Shurley teaches 5th graders and up.  The curriculum will be organized 
around the “Apostles' Creed,” and will use Bible stories to illuminate the words the congregation so often uses in worship 
to confirm its faith. 

Please make note of the church's new nursery facility, which is now housed in the main, or Sanctuary building.   
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  SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

Dec. 27 28 29 30 31 Jan. 1 2 
Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 
 

 

    

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Communion Sunday / Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 
 

 

Gulfport Schools 
students return 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No Hymn Sing this week 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

LifeHouse Youth, 5-7 p.m. 

 

 

 

Gulfport Schools 
holiday 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 
12 p.m. in-person or 
via Zoom 

 

Session,  
7 p.m. 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 
12 p.m. in-person or 
via Zoom 

 

   Pack 209 outdoor 
Pinewood Derby 
(tentative) 

31 Feb. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 
12 p.m. in-person or 
via Zoom 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Communion Sunday / Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
following morning worship, in-person and via 
Zoom 

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 8:30 p.m. via Zoom 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Tech-Wise Family, 
12 p.m. in-person or 
via Zoom 

    

January 2021 

January 2021                Westminster Presbyterian Church, page 7 



phone 228.864.3143 

gulfportchurch.org 

NON PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 

GULFPORT, MS 39507 
PERMIT NO. 138 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

New Sermon Series beginning Jan. 17 

Pastor’s Spring Book Study, 

discussion groups beginning 

Jan.19 and Jan. 24. 

Coming in January:  


