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November 2019 

CUB SCOUT PACK AND BOY SCOUT TROOP 209 
Westminster's Cub Scout Pack is continuing to grow in number and reach.  At 
its October meeting, the boys were awarded their "Bobcats," which is 
scouting's first rank.  They memorized the scout oath, law, motto, handshake, 
sign and salute to achieve this honor.  Due to bad weather, both the cub 
scouts and boy scouts had to cancel their end of the month campouts; 
however, the cub scouts were able to move their overnight event into 
Westminster's fellowship hall where the boys and their families enjoyed pizza, 
games, and stories, and spent the night.  Westminster, since the church's very 
beginning, has served as Pack and Troop 209's "chartering organization," 
which, among other things, means that Westminster ultimately oversees the 
selection of the pack and troop's leaders, administers the scouting program 
through the pack and troop, and sets the moral and theological standards 
under which Pack and Troop 209 operate.  By scouting’s standards, Pack and 
Troop 209 are understood as extensions Westminster's ministry to children and youth.  Please keep these boys and their families in 
your prayers.  If you would like to sign your son up for Pack or Troop 209, please contact the church office for more information. 

Volunteers Susan Bourne, Wally Alford, and Rosemary Chaloult placing the memorial bookplates in our 

new pew Bibles. 

Cub Scout Pack 209 October 26-27 Campout Cub Scout Pack 209 Scouting for Food drive 

Girl Scout Troop 3542 October meeting 

WESTMINSTER’S SCOUT TROOPS 
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NOVEMBER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  

Westminster's Sunday School classes meet at 9 a.m. each week. 

Children's Classes 

Children first gather in the Christian Education music room for children's choir and music, and disperse to age-level classes 
immediately thereafter.  Each week, children learn about a great figure from the bible, and make crafts to reinforce the lessons they 
learn.  Teachers: Brenda Pace, pre-school; Pat West, K-2nd Grade; and Mary Ellen Thornhill, 3rd-5th Grade. 

Youth Classes 

Youth, building on the lessons they learned about great figures of the bible during their younger years, meet to discuss their faith and 
how they apply it to their lives.  Teacher: Barrett Taylor. 

The Youth Group will meet on November 17 for a boat outing with Wayne Tisdale, and December 15 to assemble care packages for 
shut in members.  See separate article for details. 

Adult Classes 

Coffee Class: The Coffee Class is currently 
studying "Presbyterian 101," a survey of church 
history and theology.  In November, the class will 
cover Presbyterianism in the United States, and its 
outsized influence on the development of the nation.  Meets in Christian Education building.  Teacher: Pastor Will Shurley 

Adult Sunday School Class: The Adult Sunday School Class is continuing its walk through "The Grand Sweep," a year-
long journey through the entire bible.  The class reads the biblical text daily during the week, and then meets to discuss 
the themes and life applications of it.  Meets in the Library.  Teacher: Elder Pete Bloss 

Special Sunday School Classes 

Nov. 3: As part of the "The Origin of the Good Book: History, Archaeology, and the Bible," seminar leader Dan Piokse will lead a 
joint Sunday School seminar on Westminster's new preferred bible translation, the English Standard Version, and the tools scholars 
use to translate the scriptures' original Hebrew and Greek.  Enjoy coffee and donuts at 9 a.m., and the seminar will begin at 9:15 a.m. 
in the sanctuary. 

Nov. 10: In observation of Veterans Day, Navy chaplain Sarah Powell will speak at a joint 
Sunday School class and breakfast.  She will share personal insights about modern military 
life, faith, and the role of chaplains in the armed forces.  Myra and Robert Bruce will 
sponsor the day's annual Veterans Day breakfast in honor of all of Westminster's 
veterans.  All veterans of any branch of the United States armed forces are especially 
invited, along with all members of the congregation who would like to attend in support, 
appreciation, and memory of those who have served our nation. 

November 2, 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

November 3, 9 a.m. 
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Westminster on Wednesdays: Come for a simple supper at 
5:30 p.m., and stay for the study at 6 p.m.  Prayer, like the 
beginnings of human speech, is a learned behavior, and 
oftentimes even the most faithful Christians will find themselves 
at a loss for how to pray.  Each week, participants in this class 
will explore a type and form of prayer practiced by a great figure 
from Christian history, and then personally test it out—and if it 
works, it can become part of our personal treasury for 
communicating with God. 

Classes will explore the following figures and their prayers: 

• November 6: Discussion of practicing mediations on the 
Psalms 

• November 13: Praying with St. Ignatius of Loyola and The 
Prayer of the Senses 

• November 20: Discussion of practicing The Prayer of the 
Senses 

Series to resume in Spring based on interest. 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

Do you have a musical talent?  Please don’t keep it a secret!  Use 
it to God’s glory before worship.  We are looking for musicians 
of all kinds to offer 10-15 minutes of music before the service 
starts.  Contact Elise Everett at furelise1121@gmail.com if you 
would be willing to be a part of this vital ministry.  

YOUTH BOAT OUTING 

Our youth ministry team invites your youth to a special boat 
cruise on Sunday, November 17!  Wayne Tisdale (one of 
Westminster's members) will, weather permitting, captain a trip 
from the Gulfport Yacht Club out toward the islands and back. 

In order to prepare, especially for life jackets and food, we need a 
firm RSVP by November 10.  Please write 
to office@gulfportchurch.org or call the church office at (228) 
864-3143. 

Here is the schedule: 

• Meet at Westminster at 1 p.m. 

• We'll depart for the Yacht Club at 1:15 p.m. 

• We'll depart on the cruise at 1:30 p.m. 

• We'll return to the Yacht Club about 4 p.m., and help clean 
up, etc. 

• We'll return to Westminster about 5 p.m. 

We hope your youth might join this fun time of fellowship! 

Please don't forget that every Sunday Barrett Taylor offers a 
youth Sunday School class at 9 a.m.  Between regular attendance 
at his class and worship services, we hope to see all our youth 
build up their faith toward a public profession of their faith in 
Jesus Christ! 

Our next youth gathering will be in December for putting 
together cookies and care packages for our shut in 
members.  Look for more information forthcoming.   

Leaders: Shanna Batson, Dave Carlson, Christine Mahand, and 
Anna Kate Shurley 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Please mark your calendars for this 
year's Christmas Eve 
services.  Our annual Children's 
Service, featuring musical 
instruments, costumes, and the 
construction of the nativity scene 
through scripture readings and 
music, will be at 5 p.m.  The 
Candlelight Service, featuring 
lessons and carols, will be at 7 p.m. 

Interested in Becoming a Member of Westminster? 
At their best, Christian churches function like families: They 
build one another up and support each other--through good 
times and bad--in their life of faith.  All families require some 
level of commitment and self-giving in order to live and 
thrive.  Members of families commit to supporting the whole, 
and families support each of their members, in order that all 
may grow.  For those who enjoy visiting with our family of faith, 
if you are ready to consider making this your own church family, 
please speak with any of our elders, our pastor, or call the 
church office at (228) 864-3143. 

ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER?  Would you like to talk 

through something?  Our pastor is available to 

you.  The best ways to make sure he knows about 

your particular prayer request or desire to talk is to 

call the office at (228) 864-3143, 

email pastor@gulfportchurch.org, or make a note 

on the Sunday morning registry of fellowship 

pad.  These are the best ways to make sure that he 

is able to contact you to set up a specific time to 

speak and pray with you.  Please note: Medical 

facilities, including hospitals, are not able to contact 

pastors any longer.  Even if you register as a 

Presbyterian or member of Westminster, they will not 

contact the church as a matter of routine practice. 

Westminster’s former 
pastor, Rev. Frank 
Brooks has had a 
collection of stories 
about trains published.  
The project was started 
as a retirement project 
but his early death 
prevented its 
completion.  Publisher 
Robert Milton Winter 
finished the book in 
hope that Rev. Brooks’s 
children, grandchildren 
and friends might enjoy 
it.   

Copies of the book are 
available directly from 

Milton Winter, 177 N Highland St. Apt. 311, Memphis TN  
38111 ($21.95 + $5 S/H) or from Mr. Winter’s ebay account.   
Call the church office for additional information. 

mailto:office@gulfportchurch.org
mailto:pastor@gulfportchurch.org


FEED MY SHEEP 

Westminster will be serving on 
Wednesday, November 13 at 11:30 
a.m. 

MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES AT WESTMINSTER 

GULF COAST CENTER FOR NONVIOLENCE 

We continue to collect items of personal hygiene to 

donate to the shelter. A basket is located in the 

library for your donations. 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST 

The November men's breakfast will be Wednesday, November 13 
at 7 a.m.  Chef Bill Pettey will be serving pancakes and sausage: 
RSVP by calling the church office at (228) 864-3143 or making a 
note on the Sunday registration of fellowship pad by November 
11.   

This year our Sunday School classes 
are collecting a mission offering to 
purchase shoes for children in third-
world countries. These “Shoes That 
Grow” can expand by FIVE sizes! $15 
will purchase one pair of shoes. Join our 

Sunday School classes in trying to provide 50 pairs of shoes 
to children that need them. A collection box for our 
offering is in the narthex.  So far we have raised enough 
money for 34 pairs of shoes. 

Westminster Diner’s Club  
Westminster Diner’s Club was hosted in October by Sally & 

Eddie Wilson.  A fun evening of good food and great 
company was enjoyed by all who attended. November’s 
meeting will be co-hosted by Wally Alford and LeAnn 

Davis at the Davis home.  If you are interested in learning 
more about Westminster Diner’s Club, contact Karen 

Barnard or call the church office. 

PRAYER REQUEST FOR PARTNERS IN HAITI 
On October 20, the New York Times published a story, "There 
Is No Hope": Crisis Pushes Haiti to Brink of Collapse.  The 
article highlighted Leogane's St. Croix Hospital, which 
Westminster's 2018 mission team visited as part of its travels with 
the Medical Benevolence Foundation.  Due to the political 
instability and related protests, supply lines have been cut to the 
city, resulting in the depletion of the hospital's supplies of oxygen, 
medicine, fuel and water.  Please keep the hospital, its patients, 
and its staff in your prayers as they seek to provide care during 
these difficult times. 

FEED MY SHEEP: One of the ways Westminster 

supports Feed My Sheep is by delivering daily 

meals to the homebound on the Westminster 

route on Thursdays and Fridays.   

Here is the monthly schedule of our volunteers: 

1st Thursday: Rachel Price and Jenny Ellzey 

1st Friday: Jane Bloss 

2nd Thursday: Rachel Price and Jenny Ellzey 

2nd Friday: Karen & Ron Barnard 

3rd Thursday: Dona Haynes and Anna Cuevas 

3rd Friday: Anna Cuevas 

4th Thursday: Jane Bloss and Wally 

Alford 

4th Friday: Karen & Ron Barnard 

Substitute: Rachel Price 

Pastors from the Coast Ecumenical Fellowship take turns giving a daily 
devotional and prayer during the noon meal service at Feed My Sheep.   



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

Sunday School, 9 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

   
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Wednesday @ 
WPC, 5:30 p.m. 

  The Origin of the 
Good Book 
Seminar, 10 a.m. 
& 1:30 p.m. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

The Origin of the 
Good Book Seminar,  
9 a.m.  

Communion/ 
Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Handbell practice, 
11:45 a.m. 

Tiger’s Den 
Meeting, 6 p.m. 

Girl Scouts 
Meeting, 6 p.m.     

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

 

Congregational 
Life, 1 p.m. 

Wednesday @ 
WPC, 5:30 p.m. 

  Diner’s Club 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Sunday School/
Veterans Day 
Breakfast, 9 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Handbell practice, 
11:45 a.m. 

 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Missions 
Committee,  
6:30 p.m. 

Men’s Breakfast,  
7 a.m. 

Feed My Sheep, 
11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday @ 
WPC, 5:30 p.m. 

 

   

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Sunday School, 9 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Handbell practice, 
11:45 a.m. 

Youth Boating & 
Bonding, 1-5 p.m. 

Eagle Scout Ceremony  

Discipleship 
Formation,  
6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

Wednesday @ 
WPC, 5:30 p.m. 

Session, 7 p.m. 

Pack 209 
meeting at 
Anniston,  
6 p.m. 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Sunday School, 9 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Handbell practice, 
11:45 a.m. 

Worship committee 
meeting, 4 p.m. 

Joint Thanksgiving 
Service, 6 p.m. at 
Trinity UMC 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 
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November 2019 

Church office closed 
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NEW CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 

Last call to be included in our 

updated Church Pictorial 

Directory!  We are finalizing the 

updated membership directory 

and will be printing the first week 

in November.  If you have not already submitted a family 

or personal photo please contact the church office no 

later than Monday, November 4.   

228-864-3143 or office@gulfportchurch.org. 

Westminster Family, 

The Cuevas Family would like to thank 
you for the love, support, and prayers that 
we have received the last couple of months! 
Our precious angel Rylan made it here 
safe and sound on July 4th. I want to 
personally thank everyone for the meals 
that were delivered during my time on bed 
rest! It meant so much to us and made 
such a difference! I also want to say thank 
you for the gifts and cards that we have 
been able to enjoy with Rylan! God has 
blessed us with three beautiful girls and we couldn’t be more thankful 
for those blessings!  

With Love, The Cuevas Family 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 

Westminster 

celebrated the 502nd 

anniversary of 

Reformation Day on 

October 27 with 

bagpipes, the singing 

of Martin Luther's great 

hymn, "A Mighty 

Fortress is Our God," 

and, of course, the 

reading and preaching 

of the scriptures in the 

vernacular!  The 

Reformation was more 

than a simple pietistic, 

historical curiosity.  Out of the Reformation, 

particularly in the Reformed and Presbyterian 

tradition that flowed out of its second generation, 

came ideas that birthed 

representative democracy; 

public education; the spread of 

literacy; the rule of constitutional 

law rather than divine right; the 

rigorous training of pastors; 

modern free markets; and the 

pursuit of an egalitarian, rather 

than aristocratic, society. #churchhistorymatters 

Don't miss the 
annual 
Thanksgiving 
service with 
Trinity United 
Methodist 
Church.  This is 
a wonderful 
opportunity to 

enjoy a time of worship and fellowship rooted in 
Westminster's commitment to ecumenical witness to the 
community.  This year's service will be at Trinity on 
Sunday, November 24 at 6 p.m. at Trinity.  Let's make 
sure to represent our "side of the hedge" well! 

TREASURER'S UPDATE FROM JANE BLOSS: 

Many of you have expressed an interest in knowing more about 
our church’s financial situation. The church budget and spending 
are not secrets.  Any member of Session or I will be glad to 
explain anything you want to know about those things.  The only 
things that are “secret” are who gives what amount of money in 
their pledge or donations. 

Monthly detailed reports are given to the Session.  If any 
member is interested in seeing these reports, just ask. 

Here’s what things look like from January through September: 

Budgeted income is at 74% for the year so far.  The year is 75% 
over, so we are right on track.  Pledged income is lower, but non
-pledged income has exceeded expectations. 

The total of all budgeted income so far is $222,337.  That’s an 
average of $24,700 per month 

Budgeted expenses are actually lower, at 63%.  Session 
committees are working hard to stay within their budgets, and all 
have done so.   

The total of all budgeted expenses so far is $193,544, which is an 
average of $21,500 per month. 

So right now, we have a surplus of $28,793 for the year!  BUT! 
The property insurance premium will be due in December, and it 
will be a little over $30,000.   

Of course, we always have some unusual out-of-budget 
expenses.  Next month we’ll learn how these are managed, and 
where the money comes from. 

Save the Date! Children’s Play - December 8 

On December 8, the 

children will be performing 

the play “Advent 

Anticipation” for the 

congregation.  A luncheon 

and the play will follow 

morning worship.  If you 

have a child that is interested in participating, 

contact Mary Ellen Thornhill at 228-868-3605. 
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ONLINE AND APP-BASED GIVING 
By popular request, Westminster is 
now set up for online and app-based.  

Visit gulfportchurch.org to give online, or download the 
secure Tithely app from Android or Apple to your phone 
and search for Westminster to give via app. Gifts can be 
made through credit card, debit card or bank transfer, and 
can be set up on a recurring basis.  Tithely does charge a 
small fee for each transaction: You will have the option to 
add to your gift to cover these fees.  Westminster is 
grateful to everyone who has pledged and/or given his or 
her financial support to keep this Christian ministry alive 
and robust for generations to come.  For more 
information about Westminster's financial health, please 
see Stewardship chairman Wayne Tisdale or Treasurer 
Jane Bloss.   

Westminster has an 
Amazon Smile 
account.  To learn how 
to earn money for 

Westminster while shopping on Amazon (at no extra cost 
to you), call the church office or see Jane Bloss. 

HELP US WELCOME:  We would like to develop a 
list of volunteers to help greet people before and 

after church service - a greeters guild, if you 
will.  Really not much is involved, just simply 
saying hello to folks, especially those who may 

be new or visiting.  I feel we, as a 
congregation, can do a better job of this, 
so having a list of people to assist the 
"duty elder" in this regard would be 

fantastic.  Each week the duty elder will enlist a couple folks on the list 
to come just a little early and help out.  Let's all pitch in and show the 
community and our own congregation who we are and what we are all 
about: showing the love of Christ and spreading the good news with 
just a simple smile and “hello!” 

If you are interested in volunteering as a greeter, please contact Carolyn 
Cadenhead or call the church office. 

Upcoming greeters: Nov. 3: Rachel Price & Ed Shumski; Nov. 10: 
Wally Alford & Terry Barnes; Nov. 17: Dona Haynes; Nov. 24: TBA.   

Upcoming Duty Elder: 

November: Pat West 

December (cont.) 

10 Betty Shaw 

11 Lil McCollum 

12 Kelly Cuevas 

13 Jenny Ellzey 

13 Braxton Williams 

16 Robert Lanier 

23 Susan Blanchard 

23 Jane Bloss 

23 Jillian Curry 

25 B. J. Muller 

26 Oliver Shurley 

29 William Sams III 

30 Milton Harris 

November 

3 Amelia Hopkins 

7 Rachel Price 

18 Jeanel Pettey 

24 Patty McKinley 

December 

1 Will Symmes 

3 Melanie Gilgan 

4 Dona Haynes 

4 Carol Wood 

5 Kim Buchanan 

6 Mary Davis 

7 Carter Congleton 

UPCOMING IN WORSHIP 

“The Beatitudes:” Jesus’s Words of Blessing  

October 20-December 15. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of our God is that before he 
commands us to action, he speaks words of blessing to us.  Jesus opens 
his Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) with nine such blessings to 
people who desperately need a word of encouragement and strength.  
Throughout the fall, and into Advent, Westminster will explore these 
blessings Jesus gives before he gently continues to call a spiritually-
thirsty people toward a new way of life. 

Tentative Schedule 

 November 3: Matt. 5:5 (Blessed are the meek…) 

 November 10: Veterans Day guest speaker Chaplain Sarah Powell 

 November 17: Matt. 5:6 (Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness…)  

 November 24: Matt. 5:7 (Blessed are the merciful…)  

 December 1: Matt. 5:8 (Blessed are the pure in heart…) 

 December 8: Matt 5:9 (Blessed are the peacemakers…) 

 December 15: Matt. 5:10 (Blessed are those who are persecuted…) 

 December 22: Matt. 5:11-12 (Rejoice and be glad!) 

Lunch Bunch 
Lunch Bunch will take a holiday break and will resume in January.  Look 

for details in upcoming bulletins and newsletters. 

http://gulfportchurch.org/
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