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FEED MY SHEEP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Westminster sponsors a home delivery route for Feed My Sheep each week Monday through Friday.  One of six such 
routes, these home deliveries ensure that those who are homebound and cannot find transportation to Feed My 
Sheep's main facility can still receive a hot, balanced meal each week day.  We are in great need of volunteers to help with this 
vital ministry.  Volunteers can serve on any regular schedule: Once a week or even once a month.  Responsibilities include going to 
Feed My Sheep's facility by 9:30 a.m., and delivering meals in the area of Soria City: There are well-marked maps that make the 
delivery stops easy to find.  They can be made in as little as an hour.  If you would like more information, or would like to explore 
volunteering by riding along with another Westminster member to see the route, please call the church office or make a note in the 
upcoming bulletin registries. 

FOURTEEN YOUTH AT CAMP OF THE RISING SON 
Fourteen of Westminster's LifeHouse youth group participants loaded up July 4 to travel 
together to French Camp, Mississippi, for this summer's Camp of the Rising Son.  Based 
on pictures from camp, the youth are having a wonderful time participating in all sorts of 
opportunities meant to develop campers' spiritual life, responsibility, achievement, 
creativity, participation, and physical, emotional and social health.  Many thanks to 
everyone who participated in the two fundraisers to help defray the $425 cost for camp; 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Ocean Springs for use of 
their van; Alison Baker, 
youth parent, for driving a 
"luggage car;" Alice 
Bellanger and Pat West for 
driving the main van; and 
Anna Kate Shurley for 
providing a last-minute 
extra four seats for 
campers.  The youth will 
return July 9. 
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This year, the newsletter has shifted from "institutional" content to much more reader-submitted content.  The story of Westminster, 
which we know has been written by God himself, belongs to its members and friends: Please help tell it!  If you take pictures of an 
event or have an idea for an article, please send it to office@gulfportchurch.org or call (228) 864-3143.  Please know that due to 
space limitations and mission focus, submissions may have to be edited or held for a future edition. 

LIFEHOUSE YOUTH UPDATE:    

Our youth group lesson June 13th was a small group discussion on humility. 

Modern society has created a lot of misconceptions about humility. We often 

equate it with being weak or “silent in the background.”  Jesus flipped that on 

its head when He lived out His own words by coming to serve rather than to 

be served. Humility is knowing who we are in Christ, but not forgetting who 

we are to others.  We referenced Matthew 20:25-28 “…whoever wants to be 

great among you must first be your slave.”  

Pizza and cookies were provided by Shelby and her family.  We had a 

wonderful meeting!!  Our July meeting dates are July 11th and 25th. 

ANOINTING AND LAYING OF HANDS JULY 25 

James 5:14 says, “Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of 

the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 

the Lord.” 

Immediately following the postlude at morning worship on July 25, the pastor 

and session will gather at the front of the sanctuary to pray for and anoint 

anyone who is going through illness or struggles of any kind.  No appointments are necessary; however, if 

you would like to speak to Pastor Will about this ministry, or participating in it, confidentially before the 25th, 

please feel free to give him a call.  In the Reformed tradition, this service of prayer and anointing 

symbolizes the unity of the Body of Christ and God's powerful protection of his children both in this life and 

the next. 

HOME COMMUNION VISITS 
The session has authorized the pastor, accompanied by at least one elder, to provide home communion visits for 
those who are experiencing long-term illnesses or are unable to leave their homes.  Coordinated by the Tuesday 
morning Prayer Group, this ministry is available to any Westminster member.  The Prayer Group will make every 

effort, proactively, to inquire if members would like to receive the Lord's Supper at home; however, members are welcome to request 
home communion, as well. 

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 

Ayden Pickich, member of Troop 209 

and son of members Melissa and 

Peter Russell, has begun work on his 

Eagle Scout project at 

Westminster.  He is leading a team of 

scouts in installing picnic tables, 

umbrellas, a fountain, and a new step 

into the CE building from the gravel 

lot side of the church.  This new area 

will allow for outdoor Sunday School and VBS classes, LifeHouse youth space, and fellowship events.  Thank 

you, Ayden, and Troop 209 for all your hard work! 

GULFPORT HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK RETREAT 

Westminster will host the 20-member Gulfport High School Yearbook staff's pre-school retreat on Saturday, July 17.  The staff will 
gather for team building exercises, lunch, shirt-dyeing, and planning for the year.  Westminster offered the space in response to a 
general call for help on social media: By providing such space for youth and young people in the community, Westminster hopes to 
be good stewards of the buildings and grounds it owns. 

mailto:office@gulfportchurch.org
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
What fun!  Participants in Westminster's children and youth Sunday School classes have been learning the story of Moses and the 
Exodus: And making great art along the way!  Stories like these are foundational to forming the faith of children.  Just as the Passover 
lamb and the parting of the Red Sea freed the Hebrew people from bondage, so Jesus--the One John called the "lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world"--frees God's people today from sin and shame.  This opportunity for faith formation is available for 
all ages each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

SHEPHERDS' LISTS 

Each member of the church has been assigned to an active member on session as part of his or her "flock."  The elders will make 
every effort to be in touch with members of their flock at least quarterly and, particularly, as part of the church's Hurricane 
Preparedness Plan as needed.  Members may also call their shepherds for prayer or to express celebrations or concerns.  Look for 
more information in the coming weeks. 

AIR CONDITIONERS:   

Almost each summer, some number of the church's air conditioners need maintenance.  Last month, the units serving the Fellowship 
Hall and the Lawson Avenue-side of the main hallway both needed a tune up and extra coolant.  Routine maintenance and small jobs, 
like these, are part of the necessary upkeep of the church's facilities.  The cost of these services are borne by the church's operating 
budget, which comes almost entirely through the generosity of members who pledge and give regularly.  Thank you for your support 
of Westminster's ministry--and the ongoing stewardship of our beautiful buildings and grounds.  
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

Westminster will begin hosting an Alcoholics Anonymous weekly meeting on Thursdays at 6 p.m. in 
the CE building, starting August 5.  Per AA guidelines, this new meeting will be held on a trial basis for 
six months, and, if it continues beyond that, will be granted an official charter.  Advertising of this new 
ministry will be by this announcement, the bulletin, and word of mouth, in order to maintain the 
group's privacy.  If you have any questions, or are interested in the meeting, or know someone who is, 
please call Pastor Will at the office. 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CHAPLAINS 

Eight chaplains from across the VA's Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System--including from the facilities in Biloxi and Pensacola--
met in Westminster's Library on June 30 for a regional retreat and strategic planning meeting.  They discussed initiatives to 
strengthen pastoral responses during disasters, educate local pastors and churches about how to respond to PTSD, and increase 
communities' awareness of mental, physical and emotional health resources available to veterans.  Westminster was pleased to offer 
space for this gathering as part of its commitment to ministry to the local armed forces community. 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 

On June 6, the congregation elected Brenda Pace to the session's Class of 2023 and Chip Westbrook and Ted Hammer to the Class of 
2024.  Brenda will be ordained and installed during morning worship on July 11, and Chip and Ted, being previously ordained, will be 
installed.  Please keep all three of our new elders in prayer as the seek to serve the Lord by leading Westminster. 

In the coming weeks, the session will elect its own officers and committee chairs. 

Brenda Pace Parry & Chip Westbrook Valarie & Ted Hammer 

VISION STATEMENT, MISSION STATEMENT, GOALS 

Vision: 
Westminster 

Presbyterian Church’s 
vision is to be a 

vibrant community of  
Christian disciples who 
seek to transform the 
world with the power 

of  the Gospel. 

Mission: 
Westminster 

Presbyterian Church’s 
mission is to bear 

witness to God’s love 
for the world in Jesus 

Christ. 

Core Values: 
- Biblical preaching 
- Thoughtful faith 

- Authentic community 
- A heart for the Coast 

 
These are supported by 
the call to stewardship, 
the ownership of  real 

property, and the 
maintenance of  a support 

staff. 



ONLINE AND APP-BASED GIVING 
Westminster is now set up for 
online and app-based giving.  

Visit gulfportchurch.org to give 
online, or download the secure 

Tithely app from Android or Apple to your phone and search for 
Westminster to give via app. Gifts can be made through credit card, 

debit card or bank transfer, and can be set up on a recurring 
basis.  Tithely does charge a small fee for each transaction: You will 
have the option to add to your gift to cover these fees.  Westminster 

is grateful to everyone who has pledged and/or given his or her 
financial support to keep this Christian ministry alive and robust for 

generations to come.  For more information about Westminster's 
financial health, please see Stewardship chairman Wayne Tisdale or 

Treasurer Jane Bloss.   
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GATHER & GO: JESUS & THE GREAT COMMISSION 
SERMON SERIES FOR SUMMER 2021 
It’s no secret: The Christian church in the West is shrinking.  There 
are any number of reasons why: But what are we, at Westminster, 
supposed to do about it?  And why is it important that we do, in 
fact, do something about it?  This summer, we will take a close look 
at the Great Commission, Matthew’s account of Jesus’s last words 
to his followers, and explore the power of and methods behind 
Christ’s simple command to go and make disciples of all nations. 
Gather 
Week One: Matthew 28:16 
 “An Imperfect Church with a Perfect Commission” 
Week Two: Matthew 28:17 
 “Worshipping and Wavering” 
Week Three: Matthew 28:18 (Part 1) 
 “You Can’t Go It Alone” 
Week Four: Matthew 28:18 (Part 2) 
 “The Universal CEO”  
Go 
Week Five: Matthew 28:19a 
 “The Church Has Left the Building” 
Week Six: Matthew 28:19b 
 “Revival and Relationships” 
Week Seven: Matthew 28:19c 
 “Bringing Them In: Baptism Matters” 
Week Eight: Matthew 28:20a 
 “Teaching Them: Theology Matters” 
Week Nine: Matthew 28:20b 
 “There Is a Future: And Jesus Is There” 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

The sign up sheet for Sanctuary flowers is 
posted on the bulletin board next to the 

nursery.  NEW: A link to an online signup chart 
is now available at gulfportchurch.org. 

TREASURER’S REPORT FROM JANE BLOSS: 

May 2021: 

Income   $41,337.60 

Expenses    18,360.48 

Gain for May  $22,977.12 

Total gain YTD   52,492.37 

We’re doing really well.  May was a good month – 5 Sundays, 
plus some large annual donations.  Thanks, everyone!  
Summertime is often slower for donations. 

In addition, we were approved for and received the SBA 
Payroll Protection Loan for this year - $26,415.  That money 
won’t be counted in our profits until the loan is officially 
forgiven.  I’m pretty sure it will be, but we’ll hold onto it until 
then. 

August 

1 Lily Congleton 

2 Tricia Graves 

5 Butch Williams 

6 Debbie Walker 

9 Dave Carlson 

14 Mimi Lineberger 

14 Myra Bruce 

17 Garnie Dubuisson 

20 Jennifer Busby 

25 Anne Cole 

27 Brenda Pace 

31 Ric Williams 

July 

4 Rylan Cuevas 

5 Marc Hopkins 

10 Dot Houtz 

11 Sarah Ellzey 

12 Charlotte Scott 

13 Thomas Batson 

15 Dot Cunningham 

15 Philip Shaw 

15 Nancy Stone 

20 Jake Ellzey 

21 Shanna Batson 

25 Elise Everett 

27 Carolyn Cadenhead 

28 Alice Bellanger 

30 Vicky Heath 

31 Phillip Hopkins 

CONGREGATIONAL DIRECTORY 

Have you moved?  Changed telephone 

numbers of emails?  Please let us know at (228) 

864-3143 or by office@gulfportchurch.org.  We 

regularly update our pictorial directory: If you 

would like a copy, or an updated copy, please 

contact the church office. 

http://gulfportchurch.org/


ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. led by Pete Bloss in person and via Zoom. 

The Adult Sunday School class led by Elder Pete Bloss is studying the video-based study by Dr. 
Sinclair Ferguson, “Union with Christ.”  The Zoom meeting ID number is 817 0590 9102, contact Pete at 
228-861-0817 if you have issues or are prompted to give a password. 

Class description:  The Apostle Paul had no question about what it meant to be a Christian: he was 
“in Christ.” This simple phrase encapsulates the glorious benefits and blessings of the Christian life, 
and the importance of this expression is underscored by how regularly Paul used it. But many 
Christians today suffer from an identity crisis, unaware of this truth and how this new identity can 
reshape every aspect of their lives. In this teaching series, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson explores the crucial 

meaning of our union with Christ, revealing that being a Christian is far more wonderful than many of us know.  

Westminster has an Amazon 

Smile account.  To learn how to 

earn money for Westminster while shopping on 

Amazon (at no extra cost to you), call the church office 

or see Jane Bloss. 
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SUNDAY FUNDAY: Church friends can become best friends!  Sunday School for 
children and youth happens each week at 9:15 a.m.  Students have been working 
through the foundation of the Christian faith by studying the Exodus and the 10 
plagues.  Sunday School classes are safe: Rooms are thoroughly cleaned, students 
are encouraged to use hand sanitizer, and masks are provided for any participants 
that does not have one. 

SAVE-THE-DATES: VBS AND FALL FESTIVAL 
Westminster’s annual vacation bible school will look 
quite different this year!  It will be Wednesday, 
October 6 through Friday, October 8, culminating 
with the Fall Festival on Saturday, October 9.  Why October?  
The Gulfport School District will begin a new “flexible schedule” 
academic year this fall, which will feature shorter summer breaks 
and new “intersession” breaks in the Fall and Spring.  Instead of 
packing more into a shorter summer, the Discipleship Formation 
committee has decided to take advantage of these new breaks to 
make sure children have faith-forming activities throughout the 
year.  October, also, might be a bit cooler for our VBS faculty and 
students!  Look for more information coming soon. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Please take a moment to welcome our newest members: Melissa 
and Peter Russell, and their family. 

L to R: Ayden Pickich, Peter Russell, Olivia Russell, Melissa 
Russell, Riley Pickich, Marley Pickich, and Anniston Pickich. 

WHAT WAS HAPPENING 40 YEARS AGO AT WESTMINSTER? 
OUR YOUTH WERE QUITE BUSY... 



  SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Lifehouse Youth, 5-7 p.m. 

Potluck & Hymn Sing, 5 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 
 

 

    

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Communion Sunday / Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No LifeHouse Youth 

 

Independence Day 
(observed) 

Church office closed 
 

    

     

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Lifehouse Youth, 5-7 p.m. 

 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

    

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No LifeHouse Youth 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

Session Meeting,  
7 p.m. 

 First Day of School - 
Gulfport Schools 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Anointing & Laying of Hands after morning 
worship. 

Lifehouse Youth, 5-7 p.m. 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

    

July 2021 
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