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LIFEHOUSE YOUTH:   

LifeHouse Youth Group will meet April 18th and April 25th.  We have talked 

about fear the last couple of Sundays and how we don’t need to be fearful 

because God is always with us. The next couple of meetings will focus on 

ambition and goals and what we need to do to accomplish them, keeping in 

mind that God is always with us! 

Many members of WPC’s LifeHouse Youth 

Group will be attending French Camp 

Academy’s Camp of the Rising Son this 

summer. There are various dates available, but most of our youth are going July 

4-9. For more information, go to campoftherisingson.com or get in touch with 

Alice Bellanger at aewbellanger@gmail.com.  
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This year, the newsletter has shifted from "institutional" content to much more reader-submitted content.  The story of Westminster, 
which we know has been written by God himself, belongs to its members and friends: Please help tell it!  If you take pictures of an 
event or have an idea for an article, please send it to office@gulfportchurch.org or call (228) 864-3143.  Please know that due to 
space limitations and mission focus, submissions may have to be edited or held for a future edition. 

For all of you who worship with us online each Sunday: thank you for your patience! 

We have increased our internet service, hardwired the line to the sanctuary, and 

taken many other small steps, but the service is still losing connection 

occasionally.  We are continuing to investigate, but we cannot reproduce the issue 

anytime other than Sunday mornings.  Please know that someone is monitoring the 

broadcast and immediately reboots the system when it loses connection.  Hopefully 

we will have this mystery solved soon! 

LifeHouse Youth preparing for Easter Egg Hunt LifeHouse Youth preparing for Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Egg Hunt Palm Sunday Processional 

Children’s Art Gallery 
Sunday School 

mailto:office@gulfportchurch.org
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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY:  

February was a pretty normal month for us.  We actually received 
more than we spent, so that was good.  There were no unusual 
expenses in February. 

Budgeted income was                $24,159.32 
Budgeted expenses were           $19,513.80 
Our net gain for the month was  $4,645.52 

We are still operating under a deficit budget of around $44,000, so 
we’re trying to be extremely careful of our expenses, not spending 
anything unnecessarily. If you have questions about the budget, please 
see the Annual report or call Stewardship Chair Wayne Tisdale or 
Treasurer Jane Bloss. 

Thanks to those of you who have pledged! We have only 41 pledges 
out of a possible 93 for our congregation. If you haven’t pledged yet, 
it’s not too late!  Please help up close the gap on our budget! 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: 

Many thanks to those of you who have submitted your 2021 
pledge!  Your quarterly update will be arriving in the mail 
shortly.  For those who have not given, please consider sending in a 
pledge card or visiting gulfportchurch.org to submit a pledge or make 
a gift.  Working together, we will close the gap of our 2021 projected 
budget shortfall! 

CUB SCOUT PACK 209: Members of Cub Scout Pack 209 bridged to 
Troop 209 in March.  These young men achieved the Arrow of Light rank 
and now move on to participation in the Troop.  Cub Scout Pack 209 
held its first pack meeting of 2021 in Westminster's courtyard on March 
18.  The boys enjoyed receiving the awards they have earned so far this 
year, along with ice cream 
sundaes!  They will host 
their final campout of the 
year at the Harrison County 
Sheriff's Farm on May 1, and 
will attend the Scout Sunday 
worship service at 
Westminster, along with the 
Troop and Girl Scout Troop 
3542 on May 16.   

The Gulf Coast Symphony 
has partnered with the Pine 
Burr Area Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America and 
the Girl Scouts of Greater 

Mississippi to host "Scouts and the Symphony" on April 17 at 2 p.m.  This project, 
spearheaded in part by Pack 209 leaders, will allow scouts from across South Mississippi 
to learn more about music and the arts--and the proper appreciation thereof--as part of 
their scouting experience.  

Name: _______________________________________ Email: ___________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

My/our pledged financial commitment for 2021 is $ _____________________________ 

I/we prefer to make gifts towards our 2021 pledge ___ weekly; ___ monthly; ___ quarterly; ___ at one time 

Signed: ____________________________________________ Dated: ____________________________________ 

I would like to speak with the stewardship chairman or pastor about my pledge or giving _____ 

ACOLYTE TRAINING  

Do you have an elementary-age kiddo at home?  Children of 
members in kindergarten through fifth grade are welcome to 
begin taking responsibility for worship leadership through 
our acolyte program: All that is required is attendance at a 
training session, and participation in Sunday School is 
strongly encouraged.  Anna Kate Shurley will host the next 
acolyte training during Sunday School on April 18 at 9:15 
a.m. in the sanctuary. 



Westminster has an Amazon Smile account.  To learn how to earn 

money for Westminster while shopping on Amazon (at no extra cost 

to you), call the church office or see Jane Bloss. 
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

The sign up sheet for Sanctuary flowers is 
posted on the bulletin board next to the 

nursery.  NEW: A link to an online signup chart is 
now available at gulfportchurch.org. 

GULF SOUTH PRESBYTERY MEETING AT WESTMINSTER: 
APRIL 23-24 

Westminster will host the 
Gulf South Presbytery for 
their stated meeting April 23-
24.  Pastors and elders serving 
from Houston to Mobile, north to 
the I-20 corridor, will arrive for two days of prayer and 
discernment--but also for a large dose of Mississippi Gulf Coast 
hospitality!  This gathering will be unique among presbytery 
meetings as it will include several new features to increase rest, 
renewal, and relationships among our sister churches.  Please 
see schedule highlights below: Westminster members are 
welcome to attend both worship services and any general 
business meetings, unless there is a call for an executive session. 

If you are willing to lend a hand to welcome the presbytery, 
please see volunteer opportunities below, too.  You may sign up 
through any member of the session or by calling the church 
office. 

Friday, April 23 

9 a.m.: Pastors' small group gathering I 
10:30 a.m.: Pastors serve together at Feed My Sheep. 
Children and families of pastors and ruling elders can take 
advantage of free passes to Lynn Meadows Discovery Center 
Noon: General registration opens 
Noon-2 p.m.: Presbytery committees meet as needed 
3 p.m.: Presbytery convenes with worship 
4 p.m.: General business meeting I & Gospel-centered 
reconciliation seminar 
6 p.m.: Registered presbyters enjoy dinner at Patio 44. 

Saturday, April 24 

8:30 a.m.: Pastors' small group gathering II.  Breakfast provided 
by Medical Benevolence Foundation. 
9:30 a.m.: Presbytery reconvenes with morning prayer 
10 a.m.: General business meeting II 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Friday 

Friday morning: Set up for the Lord's Supper 

8 a.m.-10 a.m.: Refreshment set up & registration table staffing 
10 a.m.- Noon: Refreshment replenishing & registration table 
staffing 
Noon-3 p.m.: Registration table staffing 
3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.: Ushers and Facebook Live, sound system, and 
Zoom operators. 

Saturday 

8 a.m.-10 a.m.: Refreshment set up & ushers 
10 a.m. to noon: General volunteers and Facebook Live, sound 
system, and Zoom operators. 

COAST ECUMENICAL FELLOWSHIP 

The Coast Ecumenical Fellowship, one of 

Westminster's home-grown community-based 

projects, will meet for the first time in person for 

a picnic lunch at Westminster on April 14 at 

noon.  Weather permitting, attendees will 

enjoy sandwiches outside; otherwise, they will 

meet in the Fellowship Hall.  The CEF has 

sponsored hurricane relief projects, the annual 

Blessing of the Badges and Boots, and a 

number of cooperative mission opportunities 

among like-minded churches on the Gulf 

Coast. 



ONLINE AND APP-BASED GIVING 
Westminster is now set up for 
online and app-based giving.  

Visit gulfportchurch.org to give 
online, or download the secure Tithely app from Android 

or Apple to your phone and search for Westminster to 
give via app. Gifts can be made through credit card, debit 

card or bank transfer, and can be set up on a recurring 
basis.  Tithely does charge a small fee for each 

transaction: You will have the option to add to your gift 
to cover these fees.  Westminster is grateful to everyone 

who has pledged and/or given his or her financial 
support to keep this Christian ministry alive and robust 
for generations to come.  For more information about 
Westminster's financial health, please see Stewardship 

chairman Wayne Tisdale or Treasurer Jane Bloss.   

April 

1 Gracey Busby 

1 Ted Hammer 

2 Christie Batson 

7 Amy Underhill 

9 Pete Bloss 

14 Nancy Lamey 

15 Katy Symmes 

16 Briggs Nault 

18 Beth Skeen 

19 Lilah Congleton 

19 Joe Gewin 

21 Mallory Symmes 

22 Elaine Dukes 

30 John Heath 

May 

3 Camille Williams 

4 Chad Bryant 

4 Tristan Mahand 

6 Caroline Underhill 

9 Colt Busby 

16 Owen Bellanger 

21 George Houtz 

23 Donna Gewin 

23 Christine Mahand 

24 Stacey Curry 

24 Virginia Shurley 

25 Rena Dukes 

30 Cummings King 
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TRAVELLING LIGHT: LIVING A CONSECRATED LIFE 
SERMON SERIES FOR WINTER/LENT 2021 

How much extra baggage are you carrying through this journey called 
life?  This winter and into Lent at Westminster, we will use the Ten 
Commandments during worship to explore how to travel light by 
consecrating our lives to Christian discipleship.  These ancient laws, 
fulfilled for us by Jesus Christ, guide us toward getting rid of the 
spiritual weights that keep us from living life as God intended.  Each 
commandment will be accompanied by a New Testament text 
illuminating the commandment as Jesus understood it—and made it 
possible for us to follow. 

April 4: Break in Series for Easter Sunday 

April 11: The Rev. Dr. Sam Clark preaching 

April 18: Deuteronomy 5:19 (“You shall not steal.”) 

 Getting rid of ill-gotten gains. 

April 25: Deuteronomy 5:20 (“You shall not bear false witness…”) 

 Getting rid of lies and falsehood. 

May 2: Deuteronomy 5:21 (“You shall not covet…”) 

 Getting rid of materialistic desires. 

Westminster thanks Dr. Debra Atkinson for serving as interim 
organist the last several months.  We are grateful for her faithfulness 
and her willingness to share her talents with us, and wish her all the 
best as she begins her new tenure as organist at All Saints' Episcopal 
Church in Tupelo.  As the worship committee continues to evaluate 
what options are available for musical leadership, you will hear Debra's 
artistry through recordings on our organ along with other instrumental 
offerings by members and friends of the church.  For information 
about the search for new musical leadership, or questions about the 
transition plans each week, please contact Elder Dave Carlson at (770) 
312-4581. 

Easter Sunrise 

Service: 

Sunday, April 4,  

6:30 a.m. 

Easter Celebration 

Service:  

Sunday, April 4,  

10:30 a.m. 

Dr. & Mrs. C. A. Walker, Jr. Scholarship 

The Dr. & Mrs. C.A. Walker, Jr. Scholarship Foundation is 
receiving applications for scholarships to individuals 

attending college. Applications must be received by May 
10, 2021. Applicants are invited to apply by sending a 
scholarship request along with your college plans to:  

Dr. & Mrs. C. A. Walker, Jr. Scholarship Foundation 
c/o Westminster Presbyterian Church 

5005 Lawson Ave. 
Gulfport, MS 39507 

http://gulfportchurch.org/


ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. led by Pete Bloss in person and via Zoom. 

The Adult Sunday School class led by Elder Pete Bloss is studying the video-based study by Dr. 
Sinclair Ferguson, “Union with Christ.”  The Zoom meeting ID number is 817 0590 9102, contact Pete at 
228-861-0817 if you have issues or are prompted to give a password. 

Class description:  The Apostle Paul had no question about what it meant to be a Christian: he was 
“in Christ.” This simple phrase encapsulates the glorious benefits and blessings of the Christian life, 
and the importance of this expression is underscored by how regularly Paul used it. But many 
Christians today suffer from an identity crisis, unaware of this truth and how this new identity can 
reshape every aspect of their lives. In this teaching series, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson explores the crucial 

meaning of our union with Christ, revealing that being a Christian is far more wonderful than many of us know.  
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SUNDAY FUNDAY: Church friends can become best friends!  Sunday School for 
children and youth happens each week at 9:15 a.m.  Students have been working 
through the foundation of the Christian faith by studying the Apostles' Creed and 
the story of creation.  Sunday School classes are safe: Rooms are thoroughly 
cleaned, students are encouraged to use hand sanitizer, and masks are provided for 
any participants that does not have one. 

COMMITTEES AND STANDING MEETING DATES: 

Congregational Life: Meets the 1st Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. Ted Hammer, Chairperson, (228) 313-2167, 

coasthoosier@gmail.com 

Discipleship Formation: Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Mary Ellen Thornhill, Chairperson, (228) 868-3605 

Missions & Outreach: Meets the 1st Monday at 7 p.m. Pat West, Chairperson, patricia.west@mgccc.edu, 

(228) 233-5670 

Nominating:  Meets as needed. Do you know a member who has the spiritual giftedness to serve as an 

elder?  Please contact Pat West, Chairperson, at patricia.west@mgccc.edu or (228) 233-5670. 

Property: Meets the 3rd Tuesday during the day. Karen Barnard, Chairperson, (228) 669-0317, 

kebarnard55@gmail.com 

Stewardship: Meets the 3rd Wednesday at 10 a.m. Wayne Tisdale, Chairperson, lwaynetisdale@gmail.com, 

(228) 861-5795 

Worship: Meets the 1st Monday after Communion Sunday at 6:30 p.m. Dave Carlson, Chairperson, (770) 

312-4581, carlson7457@bellsouth.net 

FEED MY SHEEP ROUTE VOLUNTEERS: Westminster has sponsored a home delivery route for Feed 
My Sheep for many years.  During the COVID-19 pandemic, LeAnn Davis has filled in regularly for 
Westminster members who ordinarily volunteered for the route, but were unable to do so due to health 
concerns.  As Westminster members receive their vaccines, or otherwise become more comfortable 
with venturing out from home, we are looking for volunteers who would like to return to the route, or 
explore beginning for the first time.  Please contact LeAnn at (228) 864-3143 or Westminster’s route 
captain, Rachel Price, at (228) 864-5737 for more information. 

WELCOME TO NEW ORGANIST, BOB CHISM 
Westminster extends a warm welcome to Bob Chism as organist.  Born in Oklahoma, Bob was raised in New Orleans.  He is a 
graduate of the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston, and has served as organist and choirmaster of multiple churches, 
including recently at Gulfport's Trinity United Methodist Church and Biloxi's Cathedral of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  He has recently returned to the Coast from southwest Virginia. 



  SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Easter Egg Hunt after worship. 

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 
 

 

 Maundy Thursday 
Service: 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  Church Office Closed  

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Communion Sunday / Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No LifeHouse Youth 

 

 

Worship 
Committee,  
6:30 p.m. 

Missions 
Committee, 7 p.m. 

 

 
 

    

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Congregational 
Life, 5:30 p.m. 
 

 

    

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m.  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

No LifeHouse Youth 

 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Scam Prevention, 
12 p.m. 

Discipleship 
Formation,  
6:30 p.m. 
 

GEF Meeting,  
12 p.m. 
 
Presbytery 
Volunteers 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.   

Acolyte Training, 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Lifehouse Youth: 5-7 p.m. 

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5:30 p.m. 

Cub Scouts, 6 p.m. 

 

 

 

Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

Property 
Committee 
Meeting 

Stewardship 
Committee,  
10 a.m. 

Session,  
7 p.m. 

   

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Children’s Sunday School in-person, 9:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School in-person & via Zoom, 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  

Lifehouse Youth: 5-7 p.m. 

Hymn Sing via Facebook, 5:30 p.m. 

 

 Prayer Group,  
10 a.m. 

 

 

    

April 2021 
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Presbytery Meeting at WPC 



phone 228.864.3143 

gulfportchurch.org 
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

Easter Sunrise Service: 

Sunday, April 4,  

6:30 a.m. 

Easter Celebration 

Service:  

Sunday, April 4,  

10:30 a.m. 


