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Pre-Service Music                              Dave Carlson, Clarinet 
 
Welcome and Greeting                                          
 
Opening Sentence                                         from Psalm 126 
  

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the desert.  Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!  He who goes 
out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 

 

Opening Music       “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                  Debra Atkinson, Organ 
 arr. by George J. Elvey                       St. George’s Windsor 
   
 Come ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home! All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; 
 God our Maker, duth provide for our wants to be supplied; come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 
 We ourselves are God’s own field, fruit unto His praise to yield; wheat and tares together sown unto joy or sorrow grown; first 
 the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear; Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take His harvest home; from His field shall purge away all that doth offend that 
 day; give His angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast; but the fruitful ears to store in His keeping ever more. 
 
 Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring Thy final harvest home; gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin; 
 There, forever purified, in Thy presence to abide; come, with all Thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home. 
  
Opening Prayer 
 
Invitation to Confession                                 from Matthew 11 
 
Time for Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession    “Psalm 32”                   
 music by Michael Ladner 
                                                  
Assurance of Pardon                            from Jeremiah 31 
 
Interlude for Silent Meditation    
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Lesson: I Thessalonians 5:12-24 
 
The Sermon     “A Difficult Thanksgiving”                           The Rev. Dr. Jeff Switzer 
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The Affirmation of Faith                        The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Celebrations and Concerns of the Church and Community 
 
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
 kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

The Charge and Benediction                             The Rev. Will Shurley 
 
Dismissal Music and Offertory   “Now Thank We All Our God”                      Debra Atkinson, Organ  
 by Fred Bock 
 
 
 
 
Westminster welcomes tonight its neighbors and friends, especially from Trinity United Methodist Church and St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, for this annual ecumenical service of worship and thanksgiving. Due to COVID-19 precautions, there is no joint choir, 
offertory, or reception this evening: We look forward to resuming these well-loved community traditions as soon as possible. An offering 
for Feed My Sheep may be placed in the silver bowls at each entrance following tonight’s service. 

 
      




