
Protocols and Procedures for In-Person Worship 
beginning Sunday, June 7 at 10:30 a.m. 

 
The session of Westminster Presbyterian Church, in in its desire to honor both the scriptural 
command to obey lawful orders of the civil government and the EPC’s constitutional directive to 
provide for the public worship of Almighty God, does resolve to open Westminster’s facilities for 
worship on The Lord’s Day, June 7, under the following guidelines: 
 
Who should attend worship in-person 
 

• The sanctuary will be limited to 150 persons, or 50% of its seating capacity. 

• Live streaming of worship will continue on Facebook Live and at 
gulfportchurch.org. 

• People who show any signs of illness, have a fever, or have been in contact with 
anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19 may not attend worship in-person, 
but should continue to do so via live stream. 

• People who are over 65 years of age, have a disability or serious respiratory or 
cardiovascular condition, or are otherwise immunocompromised, should exercise 
careful judgment about attending worship in-person, as there will be a risk of 
exposure to COVID-19 no matter the precautions taken. 

 
Preparations of the facility 
 

• All surfaces in open portions of the building will be sanitized as best possible 

• Hand sanitizer will be placed at all open entrances 

• A small supply masks for those who need one will be available 

• Six-foot sections of pews will be marked for proper social distancing 

• Six-foot sections of the center aisle will be marked for proper social distancing for 
communion. 

 
Opening of the facility on The Lord’s Day 
 
 The facility will only be partially open for worship on The Lord’s Day, beginning at 10 a.m. 

• The fellowship hall, the kitchen, and their entrances will remain closed. 

• The Christian Education Building will remain closed. 

• All rooms along the sanctuary building’s corridor will remain closed, except for the 
restrooms. 

• Worshippers may enter the sanctuary from the narthex doors facing Lawson Avenue 
and the paved parking lot; the narthex doors facing the Christian Education Building 
will remain closed. 

• Worshippers should be seated via the side aisles nearest the doors from which they 
entered to prevent crisscrossing paths in the narthex. 

• Worshippers will be dismissed by pew through the sanctuary doors nearest the 
lectern. 

• An offering receptacle will be placed near the exit doors. 



 
Temporary alteration of normal procedures 
 

• There will be no nursery, childcare, or cry room, provided during worship. 

• In order to give worshippers time to arrive at the sanctuary, Sunday School classes 
will continue via Zoom, but at a different time during the week, i.e. a mid-week 
evening, to be determined by each class. 

• An elder will stand outside both entrance doors and open them in order to lower the 
number of people coming in contact with the hardware. 

• Worshippers should wear a mask upon entrance and exiting of the building, but may 
remove them once seated. 

• Immediate family groups may sit together, but should remain six feet apart from 
others in the pews. 

• Congregational song will be suspended; however, it will be replaced by instrumental 
music as it has been during recent live streaming of worship. 

• When the Lord’s Supper is celebrated, the pastor and two other elders, all wearing 
masks, will stand at the base of the chancel stairs and hand the elements to each 
person who comes forward, keeping in mind the six-foot separations marked on the 
carpet, and worshippers will partake individually. 

• There will be no Children’s Sermon, Offertory, or Passing of the Peace. 

• Printed bulletins will be available in the pews, and not distributed by hand.  The 
bulletins will contain all necessary worship information, including that which would 
ordinarily come from a book in the pew rack. 
 


